
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
September 17, 2023 

 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Welcome to 

St. David’s Episcopal Church 
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The Word of God 
Processional Hymn 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation Hymnal 390 
   (Lobe den Herren) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
join the great throng, 
psaltery, organ, and song, 
sounding in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 
borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen 
how all thou needest hath been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee; 
ponder anew 
what the Almighty can do, 
who with his love doth befriend thee. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen 
sound from his people again; 
gladly for ever adore him. 

The people standing, the Celebrant says  BCP 355 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Glory to God  (Canticle 20) (Powell)  S 280 
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The Collect  BCP 357 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully 
grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

Old Testament  Genesis 50:15-21 

A Reading from the book of Genesis. 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?”  

16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died,  

17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the 
wrong they did in harming you.’  

Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 
your father.”  

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell 
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.”  

19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?  

20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, 
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.  

21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalter  Psalm 103:1-13 

 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
  and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
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 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
  and forget not all his benefits. 

 3He forgives all your sins * 
  and heals all your infirmities; 

 4He redeems your life from the grave * 
  and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 

 5He satisfies you with good things, * 
  and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6The LORD executes righteousness * 
  and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

 7He made his ways known to Moses * 
  and his works to the children of Israel. 

 8The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 
  slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 9He will not always accuse us, * 
  nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

 10He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
  so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, * 
  so far has he removed our sins from us. 

 13As a father cares for his children, * 
  so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 
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New Testament  Romans 14:1-12 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions.  

2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them.  

4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is 
able to make them stand. 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.  

Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 
thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  

9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God.  

11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 



7 
 

12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn 
When Israel was in Egypt's land, vv.1-3 Hymnal 648 
   (Go Down, Moses) 
1) When Israel was in Egypt's land, 

let my people go; 
oppressed so hard they could not stand, 

let my people go. 

Refrain: 
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; 
tell old Pharaoh to let my people go. 

 
2) The Lord told Moses what to do, 

let my people go; 
to lead the children of Israel through, 

let my people go. 

[Refrain] 

3) They journeyed on at his command, 
let my people go; 

and came at length to Canaan's land, 
let my people go. 

[Refrain] 
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The Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:21-35 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  

22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  

24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made.  

26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’  

27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave 
him the debt.  

28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’  

29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’  

30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 
pay the debt.  

31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place.  
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32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  

34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 
his entire debt.  

35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sequence Hymn 
When Israel was in Egypt's land, v.4 Hymnal 648 
   (Go Down, Moses) 
4) Oh, let us all from bondage flee, 

let my people go; 
and let us all in Christ be free, 

let my people go. 

Refrain: 
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; 
tell old Pharaoh to let my people go. 

 
The Sermon: The Reverend Mike Bye 

 
The Nicene Creed  BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People, Form III BCP 387 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Justin, the 
archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding bishop; Ruth, our 
bishop; and Mike, our priest; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 
world; for Joe, our president; Henry, our governor; and Andy, our mayor; 
and for all in authority; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; especially Carolyn Baker; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially Calvary 
Episcopal Church of Charleston; the congregations of St. David's 
Anglican Church, St. David’s Episcopal Church; and St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church; and St. David's Episcopal School & Daycare; and 
those for whom prayers have been requested. 

    Please see the Prayer List Insert 
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We remember also our shut-ins, chronically ill, and those who live alone, 
and any you wish to name aloud or in your heart. 

Members of the congregation may add their own petitions or thanksgivings. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Confession of Sin  BCP 359 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace  BCP 360 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the 
Most High.   Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Hymn 
O bless the Lord, my soul, vv. 1-3, 6 Hymnal 411 
   (St. Thomas (Williams)) 
1) O bless the Lord, my soul! 
His grace to thee proclaim! 
And all that is within me join 
to bless his holy Name! 

2) O bless the Lord, my soul! 
His mercies bear in mind! 
Forget not all his benefits! 
The Lord to thee is kind. 

3) He will not always chide; 
he will with patience wait; 
his wrath is ever slow to rise 
and ready to abate. 

6) Then bless his holy Name, 
whose grace hath made thee whole, 
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days: 
O bless the Lord, my soul! 
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Doxology (Old 100TH) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP 367 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and 
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy  (Proulx) S 125 
Celebrant and People 

 

The Celebrant continues  BCP 368 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
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and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues  BCP 369 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with St. David and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 363 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread  BCP 364 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

All are welcome to receive Communion at St. David’s, regardless of denomination or where 
you find yourself in your spiritual journey. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms 
across your chest when you come up to the altar, and the priest or Eucharistic minister will 
offer you a simple blessing. 
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The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to 
the people. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  BCP 365 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. BCP 366 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven  Hymnal 410 
   (Lauda anima) 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
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evermore his praises sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise him for his grace and favor 
to his people in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in this faithfulness. 

Father-like he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows. 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
Dismissal  

  Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements: 

◆ The 233rd annual Diocesan Convention will be held at St. James 
Episcopal Church on James Island (Charleston), on November 2-4, 2023. 
St. David’s will hold a Parish Meeting for the election of four 
Convention Delegates and four alternates on Oct.1, immediately 
following our weekly service. If you have questions, please contact Senior 
Warden Phil Powell. 

◆ There is a Photography Exhibit of works by our own Ron Stafford 
entitled “A Love Letter to Old St. David’s” at Burr Gallery in the 
Cheraw Community Center, 200 Powe Street, continuing until October 
23. Gallery hours are 8:30am to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday. 

◆ St. David’s Episcopal Church is now a new distribution point for the 
Chesterfield County FoodShare program, which makes boxes of fresh 
produce available to local citizens at reasonable cost.  Our first day of 
serving in this very worthwhile program was Thursday, Sept 7, and it was 
a great success. We still will need volunteers from among our membership 
and our community to serve in these roles: 

GREETERS: welcome the customer, get their name and number of 
boxes ordered. 
LOG KEEPERS: check type of box and payment type, collect money, 
run card through cell phone reader and print receipts.  No computer 
work required. 
LOADERS: assist with loading the cartons into customers’ cars. 

Contact Lobie Hammond or the Church Office to sign up on the 
Volunteer List.  Our next delivery day is Thursday, September 21. 

◆ The 2023 South Carolina Jazz Festival (October 19-22, 2023) will 
culminate in a Spiritual Music Concert at St. David’s, at 2pm on 
Sunday, Oct 22nd. Van Pate and Sally Powell are coordinating the event. 
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◆ Would you like to share a moment of fellowship right after the 
service? Join us in the foyer between the Sanctuary and the Chapel. 
Typically, there are light snacks, and there’s always good company. 

◆ Follow us on Facebook: St. David’s Episcopal Church, Cheraw, SC. 

◆ The church has new keypad operated locks on three doors, so if you 
have keys to the Parish Hall, the door by the school office, or the door by 
the church office on Huger St., please leave them with the Church Office.  

◆ Want to get more involved at St. David’s? See Fr. Mike or a member 
of the vestry about becoming a lay reader, assisting at Eucharist, lea``ding 
the prayers of the people, or joining the altar guild. 

◆ To add someone to our Prayer List, or make updates, please contact 
mapm78829419@gmail.com or cherawepiscopalians@gmail.com. To 
respect their privacy, please ask permission before adding someone to the 
list. 

◆ The Church Office is normally open Monday–Thursday 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm and at other times as needed. You can call the office at 843-253-
5295 or Fr. Mike on his cell, 704-517-6588, or you can reach us by email 
at cherawepiscopalians@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:mapm78829419@gmail.com
mailto:cherawepiscopalians@gmail.com
mailto:cherawepiscopalians@gmail.com
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Welcome! We are very glad that you chose to worship with us today.  

As Episcopalians and members of the Anglican Communion, we are a 
parish family of spiritual seekers who are walking a path, individually and 
together, to draw closer to our Creator and Maker, whom we choose to 
call God. Many of us have found that that path lies through a recognition 
that God is present in all of creation and especially in the life, ministry, 
death and resurrection of the human incarnation of God in Jesus the 
Christ. That means for us that all life is part of God, and especially all 
human beings are part of God, and therefore everyone, regardless of 
circumstance, is worthy of respect, love, and mercy.  

ALL are welcomed here and honored of God. 

We invite you to walk your spiritual journey with us, that together we may 
help each other grow ever closer to The God that is ultimate love. 

 

The Reverend Mike Bye, Priest-in-charge 
Michael Williams, Organist 

 

Vestry 
Phil Powell, Senior Warden    Sarah Spruill, Junior Warden 
Margaret Plettinger-Mitchell, Secretary    Anne Pate, Treasurer (ex officio)  
Jeff Buckner    Van Pate 
Sally Powell    Rob Wolfe 
 

420 Market Street, PO Box 68 
Cheraw, South Carolina 

Phone 843-253-5295 
Email: cherawepiscopalians@gmail.com 


